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F O R  M O R E  I N F O

IM HUGHES COULD HAVE GONE INTO ANY BUSINESS —
book sales, garbage collecting, chicken farming or
chimney sweeping. The fact that he chose the tire
business is incidental to his success. Tim Hughes
is a man for whom success was inevitable simply

because of his approach to life, his attitude toward people
and his own “moral compass.” 

“All good, successful small businesses are built on
integrity because you can’t do it any other way. You
can’t outdo Wal-Mart and you can’t outdo Target,

but you can do it by putting your integrity on
the line. It’s really simple when you look at it.”

Tim Hughes owns and operates four
Superior Tire & Service stores: two in Jefferson

County, Texas and two in Orange County,
Texas. He’s been in the tire business since
about 1961, when he took a job with
White’s Tire Shop while attending Lamar

University.
“At that time I recall thinking, ‘I’ll be

glad when I get out of college so I don’t
have to work in a tire store,’” Hughes recalls
with a laugh. “But I learned a lot about
integrity and honesty. White’s was 

a good family business.” 
Along with his friend, Tom Oliver, Tim

opened the first Superior Tire & Service in the
city of Orange in 1970. Today, in addition to the

original store, Hughes is the sole operator of stores in
Beaumont, Nederland and Vidor. The service side of
Superior includes air conditioning service, brakes and
batteries, belts and hoses, shocks, struts and a host of
other services. They also handle sales and service of
industrial tires and have the ability to conduct on-site
service with the aid of a 100-ton mobile press.

“What we really try to do is make customers 
understand that we not only respect them but we 
respect the fact that there are other places they can 
spend their money. We’re very appreciative that we’re

given the opportunity to earn their business. That’s 
really all you can ask for.” 

Hughes also recognizes that a business is only as 
successful as its employees. At present, Superior Tire 
& Service has approximately 50 employees. Most of
Tim’s key employees have been with him an average of
five to eight years.

“I care about my employees and recognize that they
have a life outside of work. I want them to have a life. 
I want them to have a good life. I’ve been fortunate to
have some great people working for me. As the
owner I can’t wait on everyone personally, so
when people call and tell me about
the great job one of my employees
did, well that’s why you come to
work each day.”

Hughes acknowledges that there
are much bigger players in the tire
game, but he doesn’t seem worried
about the competition. He much
prefers the family feel
of Superior Tire &
Service and the 
freedom of being 
able to follow that
moral compass. 

“It’s not about money,
it’s about how I feel at
the end of the day,” says
Hughes. “Knowing
we’ve done our best to
be fair and straight with
everybody we’ve come
in contact with, going
that extra mile. We like
to tell people that we’re
big enough to serve
you, but we’re still small
enough to know you.”
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At 
the end 
of the day...

At 
the end 
of the day... feel good!feel good!
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Tim Hughes owns and operates four
Superior Tire & Service stores.

Jared Halliburton 
rolls out a big tire.

6 B E A U M O N T  B U S I N E S S  C O N N E C T I O N T H E  G O L D E N  T R I A N G L E  B U S I N E S S -T O - B U S I N E S S  J O U R N A L


