
-AnewOLANDO RAMIREZ IS A HAPPY MAN. WHILE MOST

folks have not only considered retirement, but
are actually enjoying it, Rolando is still working

harder than ever and loving every minute of it.
Rolando, along with three of his four 

children, owns and operates Old World
Furniture Company Ltd., 4101 W. University
Dr. and Mission Tile, 4201 W. University Dr.,
in the border town of Edinburg, TX.  A native
of Mission, Texas and a tile installer by trade,

Rolando opened Mission Tile in
the early 1980s and began
importing ceramic tile from
Spain and Italy. The 1990s were
good to the Ramirez family 
and saw the opening of two 
additional Mission Tile stores,
one in Houston and the 
other in the town of Spring 
in North Houston. 

Having had the foresight to
purchase additional land directly across the
street on University Drive, Rolando built 
a 48,000-square-foot building with the 
idea of leasing it to a home improvement
business that could piggyback on the 
success of Mission Tile. When there were
no takers he decided to use the space 
himself. Old World Furniture Company
Ltd. opened its doors in July 2004. 

“We’d been importing ceramic tile for
many years, so we figured why not import
furniture as well? That’s how we started,”
he said.

In order to educate themselves, Rolando
and his son Joe, who oversees Old World
Furniture Company Ltd., flew to Tokyo to
attend their first furniture trade show. 
They spent a week making contacts and
learning the furniture import business. 

At the present time, Old World Furniture Company 
Ltd. imports most of their furniture from China and
India with a few pieces coming from Vietnam and
Indonesia. They hope to import from Europe once 
the dollar is strong enough to make it a more cost-
effective proposition.

“Our goal is to import unique, high quality furniture
at a reasonable price,” said Rolando.

Following through on their promise of offering unique
furniture, they have offered everything from Indian
pieces that blend fine wood with genuine camel leather
to Chinese dining room sets created from petrified South
American timber.

Chinese reproductions of classic period pieces made
from high quality materials are also available and 
surprisingly affordable given the craftsmanship.

“China imports various types of timber from different
parts of the world, kiln dries it and creates wonderful 
reproductions at very competitive prices which we then
pass on to our customers. We can sell a bedroom set

that, if authentic, would cost
$30,000 to our customers for
around $6,000,” said Rolando.

In addition to home furnishings,
the Old World Furniture Company
Ltd. will soon be expanding into
the office furniture market. 

“My son Joe told me to get my
passport ready because we may be
heading to China in March for 
an office furniture trade show,” 
he said.

Joe and Rolando in no way
restrict themselves geographically. 

“We’re trying to make as many
contacts as possible. We use 
different sources in different 

countries for different pieces,” said Rolando. 
“We’re not limited to any one source or location. It’s all
about finding unique products that will appeal to our
customers while being mindful of what people can
afford. It has to be beautiful, but also affordable.” 

The Old World Furniture Company Ltd. is a family 
business in the truest sense of the term. 

“We’re all equal partners,” said Rolando. “Joe oversees
most of the Old World Furniture Company Ltd. 
operation with his wife Christina while Rolando Jr.
spearheads the Mission Tile business.” 

Rolando’s daughter, Esther, manages a 30,000-square-
foot warehouse that they rent in Northern Houston
where all the ceramic tiles arrive via the Port of Houston. 

“The furniture arrives by shipping container in
Southern California where it is then sent by train to
Houston,” said Rolando.

In addition to providing distinctive, top quality 
furniture, Old World Furniture Company Ltd.
prides itself on its exceptional customer service.
If a customer finds a piece that they like but
they are not ready to take possession, a
small deposit will suffice.

“We’ll hold a piece for up to
three months. We offer a cash
discount. The customer has
the option of paying for an
item in three separate
payments with no
interest. At the time of
the final payment,
we’ll deliver the item
and set it up at no
charge,” he said.

When asked what he
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enjoys most about his business endeavors, Rolando
says he takes great pleasure and receives a great level
of satisfaction in providing inimitable products that
customers could not otherwise find locally. He’s also
enjoying the opportunity to travel and meet people
from all over the world.

“I may have dinner with somebody from Spain
one week. The next week one of our contacts from
Valencia might come and stay with us for a couple of
days and we’ll make paella and exchange thoughts
about our different cultures. The following week I
may meet with someone from Indonesia,” he said. “I
get a lot of insight as to how people live in other 
parts of the world and the more people I meet, the
more I realize how similar we are as human beings. It’s
very exciting; too exciting to even consider retiring.”

The Ramirez family encourages people to come by
the Old World Furniture Company Ltd. if for no other 
reason than to browse and experience an amazing 
collection of home furnishings. 

“It’s such a fun (place),” Rolando said.  I haven’t had
one person tell me that they were disappointed after a
visit to our showroom. Not one. 

“You never know what you’re going to find at the

Old World Furniture Company
Ltd. We don’t even know
ourselves until we find it.
We have alpaca* throws
from Peru, beds that have
been upholstered with
cowhides from Argentina;
we’re constantly looking 
for different things from 
different parts of the world. 
We like to say it’s elegance at
affordable prices.”

*Fiber from Alpacas is
closely related to

Llamas. Alpaca
fibers were 

originally reserved
for Inca royalty 

dating back 
thousands of years.
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